
TA EVALUATIONS 
 
 
PLSC 27216: Machiavelli's Political Thought 
Winter 2014 
 
Instructor(s): McCormick John 
Number Enrolled: 34 
Number of Responses: 16 
 
What were the teaching assistant's or writing intern's strengths? Weaknesses? 
(all comments included) 
 
• Yuna seemed to genuinely care about her students and helped us break down the more difficult parts of 
the texts. 

• Yuna is fantastic. The best TA I've had in my four years here. She puts so much time into the class, 
turned our discussion section into lessons that were just as rich as the seminars, and was extremely 
available for office hours and going over papers. 

• Yuna was absolutely amazing. She was the perfect TA. She led organized, motivated discussion sections 
that supplemented our classes very well. She was so so so available for help outside of class (in-person or 
via email) and she put so much effort into the advice she gave. Yuna is incredibly warm and insightful and 
makes you want to work hard and learn more so you can have intelligent conversations with her. 

• Yuna was so nice and helpful in discussion sections and in giving comments on papers. 

• Yuna was the best TA that I have had in the college. She was available throughout the quarter via 
email or in person to answer any questions that I had. Additionally, she prepared very well for discussion 
sections and organized the sections so that everyone participated. She also took the time to read through 
and provide extremely detailed comments on drafts of papers for everyone in the class, which is something 
that I haven't seen before. I would definitely take a class with Yuna as the teacher. 

• Yuna was absolutely amazing! She was really responsive and approachable. Yuna really tried to help us 
understand the material and organized discussions sessions really well! She was also extremely nice to 
offer to help us by looking over drafts of our papers which made writing the free topic papers so much less 
nerve wrecking! 

• Yuna. is. the. best. I spoke a lot more in discussion than I did in class because Yuna fostered such an 
open, welcoming environment. Her comments on paper drafts were very helpful and she was always 
willing to meet to discuss a paper. 

• Yuna is amazing and everything she does is wonderful. She went above and beyond what is expected of 
a TA and the class was ten times better because of her. 

• Yuna was an excellent TA. She prepared comprehensive materials for our discussion sections and was 
always willing to meet with us to work on papers or discuss issues. She asked thought-provoking questions 
and provided the most extensive feedback on the drafts of our papers that I have ever had. The work that 
she put into this class made me want to improve my writing. 

• Yuna was probably the best TA I've had at the University. She provided great essay comments, was 
available outside of class, and lead interesting discussion sections. She was a huge part of me really 
enjoying this class. 



• Yuna is amazing! She could have been more clear with written feedback on papers, including helping 
direct a paper without actually providing re-writes. That said, she was intelligent, witty and very 
supportive. She dedicated a huge amount of time to this class and it showed. We were very lucky to have 
her. 

• Yuna is the best TA I've had yet. I found her weekly discussion sections to be much more engaging 
than class itself, since she always came prepared with interesting questions that got more to the big 
political and philosophical issues at work (whereas in class we spent a lot of time just rehashing the 
sequence of historical events). She was incredibly open and accommodating to students, and her 
commitment to being an exceptional TA was evident in every email, every paper comment, every 
discussion section. Awesome. 

• Yuna is incredible. Knowledgeable, clear, kind and dedicated, she made our discussion sections 
fascinating by bringing in other authors and opening up the discussion beyond the text. 

 
 
 
 
SOSC 15200: Classics of Social and Political Thought II 
Section 06 - Winter 2015 
Instructor(s): McCormick John 
Number Enrolled: 19 
Number of Responses: 5 

 

What were the teaching assistant's or writing intern's strengths? Weaknesses? 
(all comments included) 
 
• Yuna was great. I went to office hours once, and she was very approachable and helpful. Also, I 
enjoyed the class a lot when she led it. 

• Yuna was great and always provided good feedback on paper drafts. She also added many interesting 
topics to class discussion. 

• Yuna was the bomb. Extremely insightful and helpful with papers and engaging ideas. Sort of wish she 
had taught the class. 

• Yuna is incredibly knowledgeable and dedicated. She is fantastic! I can't wait until she becomes a 
professor! 

• Yuna was terrific. She brought up very insightful and important points in class and it was always 
incredibly productive when her and Professor McCormick went back and forth during discussion. One 
weakness though: Class was a little stale when she was leading discussion herself, which may have been 
because her discussion questions were more open-ended and less focused than Professor McCormick's. 

 

 

  



PLSC 28901: Introduction to Comparative Politics 
Section 01 - Winter 2015 
Instructor(s): Nalepa Monika 
Number Enrolled: 105 
Number of Responses: 51 

 

What were the teaching assistant's or writing intern's strengths? Weaknesses? 
(All the comments mentioning my name are included. The other comments corresponded to the other two TAs for the 
class and have not been included here) 
 
• Yuna is awesome. God save Yuna. Without her, I wouldn't have made it. 

• Yuna was by far the best TA I have ever had at Uchicago. If it were not for her, this class would've 
received straight 1s for my evaluation. Yuna's TA sections each week not only reviewed the important 
concepts from the course, but she also took it as an opportunity to complicate the material and provide us 
with competing theories on the topics that were presented too one dimensionally in lecture and in the 
textbook. She was always available, very approachable, totally understanding, and a real pleasure to learn 
from. 

• Yuna was probably the best TA I've ever had. She was incredibly willing to help all the students at the 
drop of a hat and I knew that she really wanted us to learn and get a grasp of the materials as well as 
preparing us to do well. She was encouraging, understanding and a fantastic lecturer and discussion 
leader. Maybe some more feedback or acknowledgement of the questions we posted on chalk would be 
great but apart from that, perfect!! 

• Yuna is great. She's really nice and encouraging. 

• Yuna was fantastic. She was probably the best TA that I've had in my time at the U of C. She 
facilitated discussion really well, was extraordinarily helpful outside of class and discussion, and was 
beyond approachable. 

• Yuna was awesome. She was really helpful during discussion, and also during her office hours. 

• Yuna was great! Brought really interesting reading excerpts to discussion, and made discussions really 
interesting! Great at answering questions! 

• Yuna is by far the best TA I've had at this school. First of all she is extremely friendly and 
understanding. Second, she is extremely enthusiastic about discussion section and always came prepared. 
Third, she was extremely helpful when it came to helping us on our papers. 

• Yuna was absolutely amazing and really made this class worthwhile. She was great at leading 
discussions, introducing supplementary material to the lectures, and facilitated really well. I usually 
struggle with participating actively in classes, but she was so encouraging that it wasn't an issue at all. She 
was also super available outside of class, both through e-mail and in person. Best TA I've had by far. 

• Yuna was the best TA I have ever had. She went above and beyond what most TAs would do to help 
meet with you outside of class or create interesting discussion. She was incredibly kind and helpful. 

• Yuna was great. 10/10 would recommend again. Very helpful and very easy on the eyes. I think she 
understood some of the shortfalls of this course and student frustration very well, and worked really hard 
to meet us in the middle (as much as she could). 

• Yuna was great all around. No complaints. 

• Yuna made the class tolerable - put a lot of effort into making sure everyone understood what was 



going on in class and gave a lot of personalized detailed feedback. 

• Yuna, and honestly all the TAs, were super helpful! Always willing to respond to questions and help 
with the final paper. 

• Yuna is very good at responding to questions and student concerns, and putting time aside for meeting 
one on one. In that respect she is the perfect TA, one of the best I've ever had. Her weaknesses I think are 
that she is a little reluctant to tell a student that they are incorrect when they are. 

 

 

SOSC 15300: Classics of Social and Political Thought III 
Section 16 - Spring 2015 
Instructor(s): Markell, Patchen; Reamer, Jr., Robert; Blajer de la Garza, Yuna 
Number Enrolled: 19 
Number of Responses: 11 
 

What were the teaching assistant's or writing intern's strengths? Weaknesses? 
(All comments are included) 
 
• Strong paper comments 

• The times Yuna and Bob led class discussion, they organized class very well and brought something 
new to the table. Bob graded my first essay, and he seemed to really engage with my assignment, marking 
it up with thoughts, reactions, comments, etc. as he read along. For the ultimate feedback and grade, I 
was hoping for comments that were a little more analytical, but on the whole the feedback was thorough. 

• They were very helpful and went out of their way to be accessible. 

• Bob and Yuna were great. They provided really helpful advice when formulating essay arguments 

• They taught excellent classes: very organized and very engaged. 

• Bob and Yuna made themselves available and were great about discussing papers/paper topics. When 
they led discussion, both were good about breaking down concepts and getting at some of the core 
concepts of the text. 

• Very nice and led discussion well when they did. 

• Yuna was fantastic. Incredibly nice and incredibly helpful with feedback and papers. 

 

 

 


