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COURSE DESCRIPTION  

In the current context of the rise of right-wing politics, xenophobia, social cleavages, and great 
immigration waves, this courses seeks to provide analytical tools to approach two main questions: first, 
how is belonging to our modern societies to be understood? And, second, can (or should?) we speak about a 
right to belong, necessary to the “realization of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for 
[…] dignity and the free development of […] personality” guaranteed by article 22 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights? If so, who should guarantee that right, for whose benefit, and why? 

Belonging is a complicated matter. Concerns about formal inclusion, about social and political rights, 
about the respect of those rights by the agents of the state, about the ways in which we are treated by 
others, perceived by others, and the many manners in which we might feel ourselves to be insiders or 
outsiders of a political community –they all come together to articulate our belonging. When speaking of 
belonging, we might be thinking of a formal status structuring our relationship with a state, or, for 
example, our informal interactions with others we identify with.  

The topics of this course echo the many ways in which belonging can be approached, while putting a 
particular emphasis on the nation-state and thus on political belonging. Thus, readings in this course 
cover questions of nationalism, citizenship (and the construction and murkiness of both), immigration, and 
social cleavages. Others zoom in to the level of the city, while a set of readings address other othering 
practices that are not necessarily nor clearly related to the state. The course does not seek to provide an 
exhaustive overview of any of these topics, but, instead, to suggest ways of thinking about the disparate 
and overlapping ways in which someone might belong, not belong, or not feel like they belong, as well as 
how that liminal state might jeopardize their human dignity and flourishing. 
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REQUIREMENTS 

Speaking – This course is a seminar, which means that its daily bread is discussion and participation. 
Although I will briefly lecture during class to provide context for our readings, the class revolves around 
conversation and discussion. Because of that, attendance and active participation are not only 
encouraged, but required. You should come to class having done the readings and having thought about 
them – noting, for example, passages you might have found puzzling or interesting—and willing to 
engage in an exchange with others, paying attention to their arguments. Hopefully it goes without saying 
that active participation is about quality and not about quantity. Your attendance and active participation 
will amount to a quarter of your grade, and an A in participation is not easily received.  
 

Writing – For this class, you will write two “provocations” and one take-home final exam. The 
provocations are short essays that seek to respond to the reading(s) of a specific week to critically analyze 
them OR use them as an analytical tool to think through or shed light on a contemporary question that 
interests you. They can be thought as critical reaction papers. You can choose to discuss several texts for 
the specific week you are writing your provocation for or you can focus your attention on a single one; it is 
up to you. Provocations are an exercise in creative (or even playful), yet rigorous analytical thinking. They 
seek to strengthen your critical thinking skills. Please avoid the temptation to summarize readings.  

By the end of the first week, choose the two weeks for which you will be writing your provocations and 
email me with your selection. Each provocation must be between 1500 and 1800 words, and is due by 
11:59pm the Saturday at the end of that week (Word document by email, please). Hence, for instance, if 
you choose to write for week 2, you should send me your provocation by Saturday, April 7th at 11:59pm. 

If you come talk to me during office hours about your provocation, you are entitled to 24 additional hours 
for that provocation and can submit the paper by Sunday night. 

For the final take home you will respond to a prompt I will distribute on the final day of class. You will 
have the option to write one long essay or three shorter ones.  
 
The grading distribution of the seminar is as follows: 
 Attendance and regular participation.…………………......25% 
 Provocation #1……………………………………………..20%   
 Provocation #2 …………………………………………….20% 
 Final take home……………………………………………..35% 
 
 
BOOKS FOR PURCHASE AND SO ON 
There are no books to purchase for this class. There is only a novel, The City and the City by China 
Miélville, which is optional reading for week 8. You can get your hands on a used copy for about $3.  

All readings are article or chapter-length and available on Canvas. Note that, in addition to the readings 
posted on Canvas, for weeks 3 and 8, I ask you to read or listen to something else that is not available on 
Canvas. Hence, make sure that you check the syllabus every session, instead of solely relying on the 
folders on Canvas.  
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READINGS  
 
Week 1 – Introduction to the Class 

Tuesday, March 27th 

• Elizabeth Hastings, “A Right to Belong,” Speech, Australian Human Rights 
Commission, Disability Discrimination Commissioner, Sydney, July 1997.  

• Martin Luther King Jr., “On Being a Good Neighbor,” July 1962-March 1963, The King 
Center. 

• Bryan Turner, “Old and New Xenophobia,” in Vulnerability and Human Rights (University 
Park: UPenn University Press, 2006), 129-142. 

 
Thursday, March 29th:  No class. I have to be out of town for a conference.  

 
 
Week 2 – Of Needs and Rights 

Tuesday, April 3rd 

• Charles Taylor, “The Politics of Recognition,” in Multiculturalism, ed. by Amy Gutman 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994), 25-73. 

• Roy F. Baumeister and Mark R. Leary, “The Need to Belong: Desire for Interpersonal 
Attachment as a Fundamental Human Motivation,” Psychological Bulletin 117, no. 3, 
(1995), 497-529. 

 
Thursday, April 5th 

• “Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Adopted and proclaimed by United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 217A (III) on 10 December 1948.” 

• Jürgen Habermas, “The Concept of Human Dignity and the Realistic Utopia of Human 
Rights,” Metaphilosophy 41, no. 4 (2010): 464-480. 

• Michael J. Perry, Human Rights in the Constitutional Law of the United States, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2013), “What is a Human Right’?” 19-26.  

• Amartya Sen, “Human Rights and Capabilities,” Journal of Human Development 6, no. 2 
(2005): 151–66. 

 
 

Week 3 – Forms of Belonging: Citizenship 
Tuesday, April 10th 

• Richard Bellamy, “What is Citizenship and Why Does it Matter?” in Citizenship. A Very 
Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), 1-26. 

• Elizabeth Cohen, “An Introduction to Semi-Citizenship,” Semi-Citizenship in Democratic 
Politics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014), 59-94. 

• Ronald R. Krebs, “The Power of Military Service,” in Fighting for Rights: Military Service and 
the Politics of Citizenship (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2006), 16-41. 
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Thursday, April 12th 

• Nassir Udin, “State of Stateless People: The Plight of Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh,” 
in The Human Right to Citizenship. A Slippery Concept, ed. by Rhoda E. Howard-Hassman et 
al. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015), 62-78. 

• Helen O’Nions, “How Citizenship Laws Leave the Roma in Europe’s Hinterlands,” in 
The Human Right to Citizenship, 145-160. 

• “Buy this Passport,” NPR, March 2, 2016, 20 mins: https://tinyurl.com/y88svxko. 
 
 
Week 4 – Forms of Belonging: Nationalism  

Tuesday, April 17th 

• Benedict Anderson, “Introduction” and “Cultural Roots,” in Imagined Communities. 
Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (London: Verso Books, 1983), 1-36. 

• Bernard Yack, Nationalism and the Moral Psychology of the Community (Chicago: Chicago 
University Press, 2012), “Legitimacy and Loyalism: Making Sense of Nationalism,” 113-
135. 

 
Thursday, April 19th 

• Daniel Posner, “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and 
Tumbukas Are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi,” American Political Science 
Review 98 (2004): 529-545. 

• Lee Ann Fujii, “Local Narratives and Explanations,” in Killing Neighbors. Webs of Violence in 
Rwanda (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2009), 76-102 

 
 
Week 5 – Immigration 

Tuesday, April 24th 

• Ian Haney López, “White Lines,” in White by Law. The Legal Construction of Race (New York: 
New York University Press, 2006), 1-26. 

• Timothy Lim, "Rethinking Belongingness in Korea: Transnational Migration, "Migrant 
Marriages" and the Politics of Multiculturalism," Pacific Affairs 83, no. 1 (2010): 51-71. 

• Rachel Avid, “The Trauma of Facing Deportation,” The New Yorker, April 3, 2017. 
 
Thursday, April 26th 

• Will Kymlicka and Banting, “Immigration, Multiculturalism and the Welfare State,” 
Ethics 20, no. 3 (2006): 281- 304. 

• Michael Blake, “Immigration, Jurisdiction, and Exclusion,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 41, 
no. 2 (2013): 103-130. 
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Week 6 –Cleavages of National Belonging  
Tuesday, May 1st  

• Mara Loveman, National Colors. Racial Classification and the State in Latin America (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2014), chapter 6, “From Race to Culture,” 206-249. 

• Nilda Flores-González, “Latinos as ‘Real’ Americans,” in Citizens but Not Americans. Race 
and Belonging Among Latino Millenials (New York: New York University Press, 2017), 117-
149. 

 
Thursday, May 3rd  

• Claire Adida, David Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort, Why Muslim Integration Fails in 
Christian-Heritage Societies, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2016), chap. 6, 79-
92. 

• Arlie Russell Hoschschild, “Traveling to the Heart” and “The Deep Story,” in Strangers in 
their Own Land. Anger and Mourning on the American Right (New York: The New Press, 2016), 
3-23 and 135-152. 

 
 
Week 7 – Democratic goals and shortcomings  

Tuesday, May 8th   

• Elizabeth Anderson, “What is the Point of Equality?” Ethics 109, no. 2 (1999): 287-337. 
• Niko Kolodny, “Rule over None II: Social Equality and the Justification of Democracy,” 

Philosophy & Public Affairs 42, no. 4, (2014): 288-336. 
 

Thursday, May 10th 

• Robert Putnam, “E Pluribus Unum: Diversity and Community in the Twenty-first 
Century,” 2006 Johan Skytte Prize Lecture. 

• Michael Walzer, “The Communitarian Critique of Liberalism,” in New Communitarian 
Thinking. Persons, Virtues, Institutions, and Communities, ed. by Amitai Etzioni (Charlotsville: 
University Press of Virginia, 1995), 52-70.  

 
 
Week 8 – Members of the City 

Tuesday, May 15th 

• David Harvey, "The right to the city," New Left Review 53 (2008): 23-40. 
• Ash Amin, “Strangers in the City,” Land of Strangers (Cambridge and Malden: Polity Press, 

2012), 59-82. 
• Optional: China Miéville, The City and the City (New York: Random House, 2010). This is a 

novel and it is pretty great. 
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Thursday, May 17th 

• Douglas Massey and Nancy Denton, “The Perpetuation of the Underclass,” American 
Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1993), 148-185. 

• Teresa P. Caldeira, City of walls: Crime, Segregation, and Citizenship in São Paulo (Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 2000), excerpts from “Part 3: Urban Segregation, Fortified 
Enclaves, and Public Space.” 

 
 
Week 9 – Other otherings 

Tuesday, May 22nd 

• Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1., “Method” (10 pages). 
• Catharine MacKinnon, Women’s Lives, Men’s Laws (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 

2005), excerpts.  
• Michael Warner, The Trouble with Normal (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 

2000), chapter 2.  
 

Thursday, May 24th 

• Anna Mueller, “The Role of School Contexts in Adolescents’ Weight-loss Behaviors and 
Self-perceptions of Overweight,” Sociological Inquiry, 85, no. 4 (2015): 532–555. 

• Joseph P. Shapiro, “Integration: Out of Shadowland,” in No Pity. People with Disabilities 
Forging a New Civil Rights Movement (New York: Broadway Books, 1994), 142-183. 

 
 
Week 10 – Beyond the Normative Imperative 

Tuesday, May 29th 

• Jacques Derrida, “The Different Other is Indispensable to Our Lives,” in Islam and the 
West: A Conversation with Jacques Derrida, ed. by Mustafa Chérif (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2009), 88-93. 

• Adam Phillips and Barbara Taylor, On Kindness (New York: Picador, 2009), chapters 1 
“Against Kindness” and chapter 5 “Modern Kindness,” 3-15 and 95-114. 

 

  

Yuna Blajer de la Garza


Yuna Blajer de la Garza


Yuna Blajer de la Garza
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 COURSE POLICIES 
 

Late paper policy and absences 
Except in cases of illness or emergency, late papers will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade per day.  

Because a fourth of your final grade depends on attendance and participation, repeated absences will 
have a detrimental effect on your final grade. Having said that, sometimes things happen that disturb your 
ability to do your work. And your health, for instance, is much more important than any class. If you are 
struggling or are sick (or a loved one is struggling or is sick), please reach out and let me know what is going 
on. If you cannot make it to class, please shoot me an email.  

You may be absent twice during the quarter without further repercussions. If you must be absent more 
than that, please let me know: I will ask you to submit a write up of one or two pages per class missed to 
make up for the participation lost. 
 

Electronic devices:  

You will notice that all the texts for this course (except for one notable exception) are articles or book 
chapters, available on Canvas. I am aware that it would be much easier to bring your computers to class 
and follow the readings there. Nonetheless, open laptops in a classroom are terrible for discussions and –
even if you are genuinely only using them to take notes— have been shown to reduce how much you get 
out of a class. You can read about it here or here. Therefore, laptops and any other electronic devices 
with screens are NOT allowed in the classroom, except in the case of students who require them as part of 
the accommodation of a disability or impairment. Please print the articles for each class (or read them on 
your laptop at home and take notes) and be ready to take notes by hand in class. I know this is 
inconvenient for you, but it makes discussion so much better. 

If printing the readings is prohibitively expensive to you, please come see me and I’ll provide copies. 
 

Office hours:  
I will be holding office hours on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

- On Mondays, I will hold office hours in Pick 116, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. Sign up here:  
https://www.wejoinin.com/sheets/pvdhj 

- On Tuesdays, I will hold office hours in Ex-Libris from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. Sign up here: 
https://www.wejoinin.com/sheets/uyrto 

 
If you cannot make it at those times or days, please email me and we will figure something out. � 

 If you cannot sign up but have a question, please show up. Walk-ins are completely fine by me, but 
signing up makes it slightly easier for everyone coordination wise.  

 Please do come to office hours, even if it is only to chat and especially when you are writing a paper. 
 

Email: 

You can reach me at yunablajer@uchicago.edu. If, for whatever reason, I have not replied to you within 
48 hours, please email me again (simply forward me your previous email if you so wish). 
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Disabilities Accommodation: 

If you need any special accommodations for a disability or impairment, please contact me as soon as 
possible so we can discuss how to make the classroom and the course itself a positive experience for you. 
Although I cannot make decisions unilaterally about accommodations –those are the province of the 
office of Student Disability Services of the College—I am more than happy to guide you through the 
process. If you already have one, please provide me with a copy of your Accommodation Determination 
Letter. 
 

Plagiarism: 

The use of someone else’s work without proper citation or acknowledgement is a violation of the norms of 
academic integrity in this institution (and, frankly, a violation of the norms of integrity in general). 
Plagiarism will result in penalties up to and including a failing grade for the course and referral to the 
university for disciplinary action. When in doubt, consult Charles Lipson’s Doing Honest Work in College. If 
you still have questions, don’t hesitate to contact me. If you are unsure about how to use citations, refer to 
the Chicago Manual of Style. A short version is available online. If you are having a problem that is 
interfering with your ability to do your work and are tempting to plagiarize: don’t. Contact me instead 
and let me know what is going on, so we can figure out a plan that is kind to yourself and fair to others.  
 
 
 
 


